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As this e-news goes out, Canadians from coast-to-coast are hoping
for improvements in ‘the beast’ wildfire in Fort McMurray. Crisis
such as these remind us of Mother Nature’s power and how tied
we are to her. It also highlights the goodness of people-helping-
people and how Volunteers are at the front lines of making-better.

It is remarkable that lives lost in this apocalypse are so few in
number. That said, the range and number of non-death losses are
staggering and, as we know, loss-effects ripple far beyond those
directly affected. Post-traumatic effects connected to this wildfire
will be widespread and long-standing. In the same way Hospice
Volunteers are urged to guard against the cumulative effect of
repetitive emotional strains, it will be important for those
touched by this fire to find moments and ways to prioritize self.

Just as the wildfire was making headlines, here in Newmarket it
was a drizzly start to our Hike 4 Hospice event. Nonetheless, 130
participants, including many local politicians and community
partners, helped bring awareness to DHH as well as 90% of its
targeted fundraising goal. Thanks to all who came out or
supported in other ways. Next up? Our annual golf fundraiser:
Tee Off for Hospice - June 15. Volunteers still needed. 8 more!

Enjoy reading about some DHH volunteers who’ve recently been
recognized for their efforts and Ellen’s account from the HPCO
conference. Follow the path of Gov’t funded $$ into DHH and read
a brief update on Bill C-14. It’s June 6 deadline’s fast approaching!
Enjoy May, all it brings and THANKS for READING!
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Silver Lakes Golf and Country Club
21114 Yonge St., East Gwillimbury
‘Wednesday, June 15, 2016
Tee-Off at 8:30 a.m.
$195 per golfer
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VIEW FROM THE FRONT LINES..

Ellen de Guerre shares her experience of attending

the HPCO ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Meeting with like-minded people, sharing stories and thoughts, fantastic
food and inspirational messages...what’s not to like?

I’ve been a volunteer with Doane House Hospice for over a year now,
going into client’s homes and visiting with them while their caregivers are out getting
a break or attending programs at Doane House. I am inspired by these families’
journeys and eager to learn more about hospice, palliative care and how I can better
honour these folks as they allow me to participate in their journeys.

The Annual HPCO Conference fit the bill perfectly! I read about it in the February
Volunteer Newsletter and found I could register for half-price if I attended as a
volunteer and assisted for up to three hours each day of the conference. The
volunteering part was easy and fun and consisted of assisting people to register or
directing them to their workshops and other duties as assigned. In my case, I still got
to attend the breakout workshops and they were amazing!

The breakout sessions were categorized by streams and included a Volunteer
Management stream; so many of those workshops in particular, were relevant to me.

I found every keynote presentation and workshop inspiring and
educational, but particularly enjoyed “Holding the Space — Creating
a Container to Hold Complex Emotions at End of Life” and
“Managing Difficult Conversations in Palliative Care”.

All in all, it was a wonderful way to spend a few days learning more
about this most important topic about which I am very passionate.
Thanks to Doane House Hospice and HPCO for the opportunity!

HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA

BILL C-14
M.A.I.D update:

BILL C-14

minal Cada and to
to other Act

Details regarding the Liberal’s draft legislation for Bill C-14 were made public just as the
April E-News was published. The draft rejected key recommendations made by the joint
committee. Notable omissions included: the non-inclusion of assisted dying for the
mentally ill, no allowance for advance directives and limiting M.A.I.D to those 18 yrs. or
older. As anticipated, considerations and most other details about how assisted dying will
be made available to Canadians are up to provinces and territories to decide. And
contentious issues such as conscientious objections by practitioners or religious health
care institutions were not part of the draft. Some argue that the draft legislation is not
“Carter and Charter compliant” with narrower parameters than those set in the 2015
Carter ruling. But Parliament is not bound to the conditions laid out in Carter v Canada.
Time’s running out! The legislation now goes through the parliamentary process, with the
likelihood of amendments along the way. It then goes to the Senate for its approval. Will it
be a free or whip vote? Hopefully, the final legislation will be a collaborative law, allowing
the input of all members and respectful of all Canadians and their Charter rights.




JUSTHoW SQUEEZED bOES A GOVERNMENT

FUNDED $$$ GET
BEFORE 1T GETs TO DHH??

Short answer? A LOT!!!
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LINKS >>

FROM PAGE 2 - LINK TO: DHH ‘gofundme” crowdsourcing campaign:

https://www.aofundme.com/doanehouse

LINK TO: the 4 articles series: “To the better end” printed every Thursday in April in the £Era
Banner: http://www.yorkreaion.com/yorkreaion-topics/6456243-to-the-better-end

How about starting a '6O0OD READS' LIST for DHH VOLUNTEERS?

Recommended Reading Lists The invitation to submit a good read pertaining to
hospice/bereavement has resulted in just ONE ENTRY!
It’s a good one! (details in the Café)...

BUT there must be other favourites out there!
BOOKS - VIDEO - MOVIE

Email your suggested reading with WHY you’d recommend it to others.

If YOUR recommendation makes the list — your name will be entered into a draw to
WIN a Chapters/Indigo GIFT CARD.

Draw to take place during the
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION CELEBRATION on September 13

Or... m Of being \/ 5.3'55.:5 teer
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